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Asian Parliamentary Assembly 
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                                                                                              2 November 2015
Report of the Meeting of the

Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

2 November 2015

Tehran- Islamic Republic of Iran

1. The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held its meeting on 2 November 2015 in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran. Delegations from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Pakistan, Palestine, Phillippines, Russia, Sri Lanka, Syria, and Thailand participated in the meeting. (Annex I)
2. The meeting considered and adopted the draft agenda (Annex II). Honorable Senator Chhit Kim Yeah from National Assembly of Cambodia was elected as the Vice Chairperson and Honorable Tornaritis from Cyprus was elected as the Rapporteur of the meeting. 

3. The list of documents before the Meeting included:

1. Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia;

2. Draft Resolution on Coping with Globalization in Asia;

3. Draft Resolution on Information and Communication Technology “ICT”;

4. Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia;

5. Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia; 
6. Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption;

7. Draft Resolution on Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians;
8. Draft Resolution on Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony among World Religions;

9. Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia.

10. Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in Asia.

4. In the opening session, Honorable Mr. Seyed  Mohammad Hassan Abutorabi-Fard, the first deputy speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran expressed his view on social and cultural matters as the bases of cooperation in Asia and their positive effects to strengthen friendship and cooperation in Asia. 

5. The participants engaged in a general debate on ways and means required for promoting and implementing of the previous APA resolutions and expressed their views on the subject matters. Many delegations, including the distinguished delegates of Jordan, Pakistan, China, and Iraq, emphasized the importance of the implementation of the APA resolutions by the Member Parliaments and encouraged each other to give effect to the operative parts of the resolutions adopted so far by the APA. The distinguished delegate of China emphasized on an action oriented policy to accelerate the process of implementation of the resolutions. She also emphasized on the importance of serious attention to sustainable development by Asian Parliaments. The distinguished delegate of Russia pointed out the necessity of extensive cooperation for confrontation against illicit drug trafficking and vital necessity of rehabilitation of addicts. Upon extensive deliberation by participants, certain proposals were accepted and referred to the APA Secretariat for incorporating them in the draft resolutions.
6. His Excellency Dr. Seyed Ali Mahmoudi presented a report on behalf of the APA Secretary-General H.E. Dr. Nejad Hosseinian underscoring the crucial importance of fulfillment of the operative parts of all APA resolutions by the Member Parliaments. He emphasized that such a crucial and practical approach is necessary for enabling APA to take positive steps towards realization of the objectives of our Assembly. 

He also explained that the Secretariat is of the view that because of similarities in contents of two old resolutions of this Standing Committee, they could be combined in a new resolution. These are the draft resolution entitled: “Resolution on Coping with Globalization in Asia,” and “Resolution on Information and Communication Technology (ICT).” The Secretariat had prepared a draft resolution under the title “Asian Integration through Information and 
Communication Technology,” for consideration by the APA Standing Committee on Cultural and Social Affairs. The proposed text aims to combine the substantive elements of the resolutions on Globalization, and Information and Communication Technology (ICT), with more emphasis on the Asian Integration. The Draft resolution was considered and deliberated upon by all present delegates. The delegation of the Islamic Parliament of Iran proposed an additional paragraph to be included in the preamble of the new draft resolution concerning the role of parties, civil society, and non- governmental organizations to help for supporting the long term process of Asian Integration.
7. Considering the decision by the APA 7th Plenary as to establishing two open-ended ad-hoc working groups under the auspices of the APA Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs, to address issues of  common legislation for combating the smuggling of cultural objects in Asia, ICT and establishment of the Virtual Asian Parliament, and Parliamentarians against Corruption; and noting that the said meetings and working groups have not yet been organized, except one working group on ICT during the meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held in Tehran on 13-14 September 2011. The Standing Committee on Cultural and Social Affairs decided to hold the meetings of the working and ad-hoc groups at the sidelines of the APA 8th Plenary in Cambodia. The issue will be referred to the APA Executive Council for consideration and decision. 

8. During extensive deliberation by parliamentarians, distinguished delegates from Iraq, Kuwait, Pakistan, Palestine, Syria, Russia, and Thailand raised their comments and suggestions regarding the subject matters of the draft resolutions. Based upon these deliberations, the draft resolutions were amended are proposed to the 1st APA Executive Council meeting as follows: 

          1. Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia;

         2. Draft Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and Communication Technology;

3. Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia;

4. Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia; 
5. Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption;

6. Draft Resolution on Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians;
7. Draft Resolution on Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony among World Religions;

8. Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia;

9. Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in Asia.

9. The Standing Committee expressed special appreciation to the Islamic Parliament of Iran for excellent organization of the meeting and the generous hospitality extended to all participants. On behalf of all distinguished delegates, the chair particularly thanked the APA Secretariat for outstanding service it has provided for the smooth running of the meeting. Appreciations were also made to the staff of the local secretariat for its effective support for the meeting.  
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	Country
	Title
	Name
	Surname

	Afghanistan
	Mr.
	Mohammad
	Tayeb Ata

	 
	Mr.
	Lutfullah
	Baba

	 
	Mr.
	Omid
	Hussaini

	Bangladesh
	Mr.
	Md  Mozammel
	 Hossain

	 
	Mr.
	M.A
	Awal

	 
	Mr.
	Md.
	Wahiduzzaman

	CAMBODIA
	Mr.
	CHHIT
	 Kim Yeat

	 
	Mr.
	SRUN 
	Dara 

	 
	Mr.
	UY 
	Visal

	 
	Mr.
	HEANG 
	Thul

	 
	Mr.
	NGUON 
	Raksmey

	 
	Mr.
	HOK 
	Bunly

	 
	Mr.
	KUNG  
	Phoak

	China
	Ms.
	Baige
	Zhao

	 
	Ms.
	Lijuan
	Pang

	 
	Ms.
	Aihua
	Wang

	 
	Ms.
	Dan
	Wang

	 
	Mr.
	Linlin
	Jin

	 
	Ms.
	Yuyu
	Wang

	Cyprus
	Mr.
	Nicos
	Tornaritis

	 
	Mrs.
	stella
	Mishiaouli-Demetriou

	Iran
	Mr.
	Seyed Mohammad Hassan
	Aboutorabi Fard

	 
	Mr.
	Hossein
	Nejabat

	 
	Mr.
	Esmaeel
	Jalili

	 
	Mr.
	Mehrdad
	Bazr Pash

	 
	Mr.
	Avaz
	Heidarpour

	 
	Mr.
	Mohammad Javad
	Nazari Mehr

	 
	Mr.
	Hossein
	Sheikhol Eslami

	 
	Mr.
	Morteza
	Razaviani

	Iraq
	Mr.
	Abdulbari
	Alzebary

	 
	Mr.
	Hilal
	Hussin

	Jordan 
	Mr.
	Yahia
	Alsoud

	 
	Mr.
	Omar
	Al Ghuwairin

	 
	Mr.
	Shehadah
	Abuhdaib

	 
	Mr.
	Akram
	Al-amoush

	KUWAIT
	Dr.
	Odah
	Alrowaie

	 
	Dr.
	Khalil
	Abdullah

	 
	Mr.
	Meshal
	Alanezi

	 
	Mr.
	Bader
	Aljuma

	Kyrgyzstan
	Mr.
	Soburova
	 Zhyldyz Kanchyrbekovna

	Lebanon
	Mr.
	Hassan
	Fadlallah

	 
	Mr.
	Abdelmajid
	Saleh

	Pakistan
	Mr.
	Chaudhry Tanvir
	Khan

	 
	Mr.
	Hilal
	Ur Rehman

	 
	Mr.
	Syed Mussarrat Abbas Shah
	Naqvi

	 
	Mr.
	Nasirruddin
	 

	Palestine
	Mr.
	Zuhair
	Sandliqa

	 
	Mr.
	Omar
	Hamed

	 
	Mr.
	Qunstantine
	Karmash

	 
	Mr.
	Salah
	Alzawawi

	Phillippines
	Mr.
	Rodolfo
	Farinas

	Russian
	Mr.
	Anvar
	Makhmutov

	 
	Mrs.
	Yulia
	Guskova

	Sri Lanka
	Mr.
	Abdul Haleem
	Mohamed Hashim

	Syria
	Mr.
	Adnan 
	Suleyman

	 
	Mr.
	MHD. Husain
	Al Husain

	 
	Mr.
	Saji
	To'meh

	 
	Mr.
	MHD.
	Bakhit

	 
	Mr.
	Husain
	Jasim Hamad

	 
	Mr.
	Asaad
	Al Mohammad

	 
	Mr.
	Majd
	Saoud

	Thailand
	Mrs.
	Suwannee
	Sirivejchpun

	 
	Gen.
	Nipat
	Thonglek

	 
	Mrs.
	Neeranan
	Sungto

	 
	Mrs.
	Phinissorn
	Sikkhabandit


Annex II

	[image: image2.emf]
	ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
	[image: image3.jpg]





Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs 
2 November 2015 
Tehran – Islamic Republic of Iran
AGENDA

· Adoption of the Agenda and Election of Bureau

· Opening Statement by the Chairperson 

· Remarks by Assistant Secretary General APA

·  Presentation & discussion on Draft Resolutions on: 
· Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia

· Coping with Globalization in Asia

· Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia.

· Information and Communication Technology “ICT”

· Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia

· Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption

· Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians

· Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony Among World Religions

· Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia

· Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in Asia

· Adoption of the Report of the Meeting 
· Any other Matter

· Closing of the Standing Committee Meeting










